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       STENOGLOTTIS LONGIFOLIA 
                           Gill Britnell 

Tricia Garner. Just for once there will be useful 
information and decent photos. Many thanks Tricia. 

 

 

O C T O B E R M E E T IN G 

M ike Buckingham 

Masdevallias 

Last Sunday saw an excellent turnout and members 
enjoyed a somewhat informal meeting. Mike 
Buckingham had travelled from London to give us a talk 
about Masdevallias.We learned several interesting facts, 
including the description of the unusual flowers which 
revealed that what we see are the 3 sepals which are 
fused to form a cup or tubular shape. The lip and petals 
are so small that they are barely noticeable .Masdevallias 
are found from Southern Mexico to Southern Brazil, but 
predominantly in the Andean cloud forests of Ecuador 
and Peru - look out for them if you are visiting Macchu 
Picchu!  Some are pollinated by insects, but others are 
pollinated by hummingbirds, which must be quite a 
sight. The fact that they are mostly cool growing  
although a few prefer intermediate conditions - is of 
particular interest these days with the cost of heating.  

Much of what Mike told us would apply to cool growing 
orchids of all kinds. He did emphasise that we should all 
practice zero tolerance of aphids as they carry yellow 
bean mosaic virus (YBMV) which is devastating to 
plants. Interestingly, it is one of the few viruses which is 
transmitted in this way and is not transmitted by the use 
of infected cutting tools, etc. 

The display table showed a small but select group of 
orchids and places were awarded as follows: 

1st Gill Britnell's Stenoglottis longifolia 

2nd Jon Loose's Phalaenopsis Nobby's Amy 

3rd Gill Britnell's Phalaenopsis hybrid 
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The committee is hoping to update members 

on the possible holding of an annual show 

as soon as all the information has been 

collated. 

O T H E R N E WS 

 
              Jonathon Loose 

mailto:tricia@orchid-squad.org.uk

